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I am very pleased Dr. Castleberry 

could join us in the Senate today. I 
thank him for his service to the stu-
dents and faculty at Northwest Univer-
sity, as well as his dedication to help-
ing communities around the world. 

I also thank Senate Chaplain Dr. 
Black for inviting Dr. Castleberry to 
deliver the opening prayer for the Sen-
ate this morning. 

I yield the floor. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The majority leader. 
f 

SCHEDULE 
Mr. REID. Madam President, today 

at a quarter to 10, the Republican lead-
er or his designee will make a motion 
to proceed to S.J. Res. 26, which is a 
joint resolution of disapproval of a rule 
submitted by EPA relating to the 
endangerment findings and the cause 
or contributing findings for greenhouse 
gases. There will be up to 6 hours of de-
bate equally divided between Senators 
MURKOWSKI and BOXER or their des-
ignees, with the controlled time alter-
nating in 30-minute blocks, with Sen-
ator MURKOWSKI controlling the first 30 
minutes. If all time is used, the vote on 
the motion to proceed will occur at 3:45 
p.m. If the motion to proceed is agreed 
to, there will be an additional 1 hour of 
debate on the joint resolution prior to 
a vote on passage of the joint resolu-
tion. 

As I indicated yesterday, there will 
be no rollcall votes tomorrow or Mon-
day, June 14. 

f 

EPA RULE 
Mr. REID. Madam President, the 

Murkowski resolution, which we will 
take up soon, will increase pollution, 
increase our dependence on foreign oil, 
and stall our efforts to create jobs and, 
in so doing, stall our efforts to move to 
a clean energy economy. 

This resolution does nothing to cre-
ate jobs in Nevada or anyplace else in 
our country. It does create jobs in 
places from where we are importing 
oil—the Middle East, Venezuela, places 
such as that—but not in our country. 

In fact, this resolution will damage 
the certainty and clarity that busi-
nesses want to invest in innovative and 
job-creating technologies that reduce 
pollution. This includes clean renew-
able power using the Sun, the wind, 
and geothermal energy. 

This resolution is not going to help 
bring us closer to providing more in-
centives for the production or use of 
clean-burning natural gas. This resolu-
tion is not going to help provide fund-
ing for Nevadans or Alaskans or any 
other State to cope with and adapt to 
a changing and increasingly unfriendly 
climate. 

Forcing this vote seems to be a large-
ly partisan political ploy designed to 
divide Democrats and Republicans and 
to pander to the dirty, just-say-no 
crowd. They want business as usual 
with no limits on their ability to pol-
lute. 

The White House has made it clear 
that the Murkowski resolution would 
be vetoed if it passes. We all know, in 
fact, if it does pass and a veto is made, 
that it would be sustained. 

We also know that this resolution is 
a great big gift to big oil, at least 455 
million more barrels of oil would be 
used, making at least $50 billion extra 
for the oil companies, and billions 
more if this resolution were to become 
law. And most of that oil will come 
from overseas. We know that. 

Is this the kind of business as usual 
the American people want? Of course 
not. No, the public wants companies to 
give them choices of cars, products, 
and fuels that are less polluting, af-
fordable, and made in America, not 
from the Persian Gulf, China, or other 
places. 

This resolution is very much a choice 
about the future of our country. Do we 
want to return to the days when big oil 
and their friends, with OPEC’s help, de-
cided America’s economic destiny or 
are we going to work together to solve 
the incredibly difficult problems posed 
by the way we produce and use energy? 
Are we going to work together to re-
duce pollution? 

I am convinced that we can pass 
strong, bipartisan legislation to create 
jobs, protect the environment, and 
make a safer and more secure future. 
But that would require the help of ev-
eryone in the Senate to be involved in 
a constructive engagement, and only a 
few have stepped forward. I hope that 
changes soon. 

Will the Chair announce the business 
before the Senate? 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

RESOLUTION OF OPPOSITION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
later today, the Senate will vote on an 
issue of vital importance to every 
American family and business, and 
that is whether the Environmental 
Protection Agency should be allowed 
to impose a backdoor national energy 
tax on the American people. 

This vote is needed because of the ad-
ministration’s insistence on advancing 
its goals by any means possible, in this 
case by going around the legislative 
branch and imposing this massive, job- 
killing tax on Americans through an 
unaccountable Federal agency. 

Ironically, just last year, President 
Obama and EPA Administrator Lisa 
Jackson took the position that on an 
issue of this magnitude, which touches 

every corner of our economy, Congress, 
not the EPA, should determine how to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions. But 
now that it is clear Congress will not 
pass this new national energy tax this 
year, the administration has shifted 
course and is now trying to get done 
through the backdoor what they have 
not been able to get through the front 
door. 

Like the cap-and-trade legislation 
they would replace, these EPA regula-
tions would raise the price of every-
thing from electricity to gasoline to 
fertilizer to food on our supermarket 
shelves. That is why groups rep-
resenting farmers, builders, manufac-
turers, small business owners, and the 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce are so 
strongly opposed to these EPA regula-
tions and so supportive of the Mur-
kowski resolution to stop them. 

These groups know these backdoor 
moves by EPA will deal a devastating 
blow to an economy already in rough 
shape. And so does the President. He 
said himself that his plan would cause 
electricity prices for consumers to 
‘‘necessarily skyrocket.’’ The Presi-
dent himself said this plan would cause 
prices for consumers to ‘‘necessarily 
skyrocket.’’ 

At a time of nearly 10-percent unem-
ployment, these new regulations would 
kill U.S. jobs. According to one esti-
mate, the House cap-and-trade bill 
would kill more than 2 million U.S. 
jobs and put American businesses at a 
disadvantage to their competitors 
overseas. 

Closer to home, these regulations 
would be especially devastating for 
States such as Kentucky and other 
Midwestern coal States. EPA regula-
tions resulting in dramatic energy 
price increases would jeopardize the 
livelihoods of the 17,000 miners in our 
State and an additional 51,000 jobs that 
depend on coal production and the low 
cost of electricity that Kentuckians 
enjoy. That is why in the last few days 
alone, my office has received more 
than 1,000 letters, e-mails, and phone 
calls from Kentuckians opposed to this 
effort from EPA. 

A lot of Kentuckians work hard to 
ensure that our State has the lowest 
industrial electricity rate in the Na-
tion, and that is something we are 
proud of at home. 

This bill would lead to a dramatic in-
crease in these electricity rates, pun-
ishing businesses both large and small. 

But the job losses would not stop 
there. As I indicated, this backdoor en-
ergy tax would be felt on farms as well, 
where increased energy and fertilizer 
prices would drive up costs for farmers 
and livestock producers who do not 
have the ability to pass on these in-
creases. This would be an especially 
painful blow to them, and that is why 
the Farm Bureau and many other farm 
groups oppose what the EPA is trying 
to do. 

There are many different views in 
this body on how to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions. Some favor the Kerry- 
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